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Historical and Performance Notes

"In My Room" was recorded by The Beach Boys on their 1963 album
Surfer Girl. After its release, the song climbed the American pop charts all
the way to top ten. It has remained a favorite ballad of Beach Boys fans,
young and old, for decades. This arrangement provides an opportunity for
both the bass and tenor parts to have a featured solo. Let these solos be full
and strong without being pushed or forceful. Be sure to sing all unison notes
in a sensitive and blended style, with a slight crescendo as the unison lines
move to harmony. The mood of the piece is safe, confident, and peaceful, so
sing in a well-supported and connected legato articulation throughout.

What is “Close Harmony?™

Close harmony is defined as a harmonic compositional technique where the
voices are closely amranged, often within a single octave. Barbershop harmo-
ny is a uniquely-American style of close harmony that can be traced back to
the early 1900s. Barbershops were gathering places where men would
amuse themselves by harmonizing melodies to popular songs. Historical
evidence suggests that African- American communities, with their rich tradi-
tions of a cappella singing, were the first to improvise songs in this style.
Singers would create harmonies “by ear” to a sung melody, with a prefer-
ence for major chords with a minor (dominant) seventh note added.
Barbershop harmony is still evolving today, and its characteristic sound is
performed and enjoyed by men and women of all ages in quartets and cho-
ruses all over the world.

What is “Barbershop Style?”

Barbershop harmony is a style of unaccompanied close-harmony vocal
music characterized by consonant four-part chords for every melody note in
a predominantly homophonic texture. The melody is consistently sung by
the lead (tenor IT), with the tenor (tenor I} harmonizing above the melody,
the bass singing the lowest harmonizing notes. and the baritone completing
the chord. Barbershop music features songs with understandable lyrics and
easily singable melodies, whose tones clearly define a tonal center and
imply major and minor chords and dominant and secondary dominant sev-
enth chords that resolve primarily around the circle of fifths, while making
frequent use of other resolutions. It is customary for quartets and choruses
to perform barbershop songs from memory, and o use gestures and body
language that help communicate the meaning and message of the song to
the audience.

Find out more about barbershop style and history at www.barbershop.org

Dr. Christopher W. Peterson, California State University, Fullerton
Close Harmony for Men Series Editor
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Arrangement by Words and Music by BRIAN WILSON
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J=72) Loo loo oo Lo lon 3]
il TM_ — J-—_J__ = _51 = ) == ! | —:‘
Lesd |l - ——— : e r
o - - | I

There's a  room where

o | e e . A He g ..::._!"_ et
1 1
4 T

Bass |

x X
WL, S, N (U : Lol B, 2
= = C T i ¥ i —C— Txs
e} : ! ' a: i ! ! = ey f = :_{
lock out  all my  wor-ries and my cares, in my  room,
: —
1L % . . . - . 4: P;—-\ j' . — |
- 1 ] = L= 5 — -2
| 3 | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 F ] -
| 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Y 1 1 ]
Ll V. . 1 1 L i I i ] T _—
=12 L ' -

T Lead (or other voice part) delivers a spoken introduction to set the mood of the song,
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