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2 Smilin' Through
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eyes of blue come smi - lin' thro' at me at me.
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all the long years— when the clouds brought their tears, those two
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eyes of blue  kept smi - lin' thro' at me, at me.
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Performance Notes

Arthur Penn— composer, author and publisher— was born in London, England in 1875 and died in New London, Connecticutt
in 1941. He wrote Broadway stage scores for Yokohama Maid and Your Royal Highness. Of all the songs he wrote, "Smilin'
Through" has been the only one to grab the attention of barbershop singers. A wonderful unpublished version was created by -
Greg Backwell, baritone of the Nighthawks, and made popular by that quartet. This published arrangement by Lou Perry makes
use of the poignant third verse, which was not included in the Backwell arrangement. '

Louis Phillip Perry (1910-2001) was a special man with a hunger and passion for music and, in particular, harmony. Before
discovering the barbershop style of music he was a student and performer of jazz, writing arrangements for Benny Goodman,
Jimmy Dorsey and others, as well as playing the trumpet. He also studied classical music composition. But once Lou discovered
barbershop he began a life of creating some of the most beautiful, classic barbershop arrangements ever conceived. He coached
some of our most memorable quartets, including the Four Rascals, Four Statesmen and Boston Common.

Lou retired to Tucson, Arizona, and was lovingly called "The Tucson Troll" by many of his close friends. His'dear wife, Ruth,
preceded him in death. The third verse that Lou included in his arrangement was very personal, for he was indeed left alone
waiting patiently for his call. During those moments he continued to create lovely music and shared his abundant talent with
people who love to sing. His music and spirit will live on as long as there are harmony singers..

As a final note: Questions about the contest suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the judging
community and measured against current contest rules. Ask before you sing..



